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RAMS

⋆⋆⋆⋆

In West Australia’s lush Mount Barker region, 
Colin (Sam Neill) treats his sheep like family. 
Unfortunately his actual family – older brother and 
neighbour Les (Michael Caton) – is a bitter drunk 
shunned by everyone except his own prize-winning 
flock. The brothers haven’t spoken in 30 years, but 
when a deadly disease is discovered on one of Les’ 
sheep and the government orders the entire region’s 
flocks destroyed, they’ll have to find a way to work 
together or watch their community die. Jeremy 
Sims’ remake of Icelandic film Hrutar generally 
transplants well. Its cosy vision of Australian sheep 
farming softens some of the chilly original’s harsher 
edges, but the pleasingly twisty script keeps things 
interesting even when the comedy struggles. Neill 
can play honest farmers in his sleep, but there’s 
more to Colin than meets the eye, while Caton keeps 
Les convincingly unpleasant for far longer than you 
might expect. Everyone else (including Miranda 
Richardson and Asher Keddie) gets less screen time 
than the sheep. ANTHONY MORRIS

is the season to be spooky. If you’re able to head into a cinema, The 
Craft – the 1996 classic that made every teenage girl want to join a 
coven and own a ouija board – is getting a millennial revamp with 

The Craft: Legacy, just in time for Halloween. For those watching at home, 
the sweetest trick-or-treat option is probably the new Adam Sandler Netflix 
comedy, Hubie Halloween. Set in the historically witchy city of Salem, and 
self-consciously playing with the tradition of the Halloween movie, it sees 
Sandler trot out his signature big-hearted doofus once more. Come for the 
fart jokes and juvenile puns, stay for the line-up of stars clearly having a ball – 
namely Steve Buscemi as a hairy, moon-howling, friendly neighbour from hell. 

One of the films that Hubie Halloween tributes (and one of my all-time 
favourite spine-tinglers), John Carpenter’s pirate ghost story The Fog (1980), 
is on Foxtel. A little further from the universe: the Italian giallo wiz Dario 
Argento’s bugged-out 1985 horror Phenomena is free to stream via TUBI. In a 
remote area referred to by locals as “Swiss Transylvania”, a serial killer is on 
the loose. Enter Jennifer Connelly, a boarder at an elite girl’s school who can 
psychically communicate with insects. She befriends an entomologist played 
by Donald Pleasence – channelling a meek version of his role as Dr Sam 
Loomis in the slasher urtext Halloween (1978). Together with his pet monkey, 
they must solve the mystery before more heads roll. Happy Halloween! ABB

KAJILLIONAIRE

⋆⋆⋆

Two things unite Miranda July’s oeuvre: eccentric 
characters yearning for connection and twee storylines 
enabling them to find it. The American writer-director’s 
third feature contains both, but with less modern-fairytale 
energy than her previous work. A family of con artists 
engage in petty theft, swindling and half-baked rackets. When threatened with eviction, daughter 
Old Dolio (a de-glamoured Evan Rachel Wood) concocts a lucrative scam that brings an outsider, 
Melanie (Jane the Virgin’s Gina Rodriguez), into their orbit. Old Dolio is rattled by Melanie’s 
femininity – not to mention her own parents’ affection towards the stranger, when they’ve long 
denied her affection. As the foursome grift, dynamics shift. The whimsical quality belies pointed 
revelations: Kajillionaire skewers the American Dream. More accomplice than offspring, Old Dolio 
is an expert hustler but emotionally stunted. By film’s end, we’re left pondering what she’s learned 
about human relationships and whether love, like all else, has a price. ADOLFO ARANJUEZ

THE CLIMB

⋆⋆⋆

A feature-length expansion on a short film, The Climb 
takes the structural perfection of its precursor – a single 
awkward, hilarious confrontation between two inept 
“best friends” – and expands the conceit across seven 
increasingly depressing vignettes. Tracing the toxic 

friendship of Mike (writer-director Michael Angelo Corvino) and Kyle (Corvino’s real-life best friend 
Kyle Marvin) over a decade – through family holidays, ski trips, weddings and funerals – the film 
unfolds largely in sweeping, unbroken takes, always crowded with conflict as the two man-children 
try (and fail and try again) to reconcile their warring personalities. There’s fleeting amusement 
to be found in their incompatibility, and compassionate performances aplenty, but the film feels 
stuck in a single lethargic gear. If nothing else, it’s technically impressive, and the pair lock horns 
under some gorgeous mountainside vistas. But compared to the short, Corvino’s debut feature 
drags like a punctured tyre. Steve Coogan and Rob Brydon the duo are not. SAMUEL HARRIS

HUBIE HALLOWEEN: 
HEADS WILL ROLL
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